A case of community-acquired pneumonia due to influenza A virus and Nocardia farcinica co-infection.
Nocardia spp. has not been reported previously as a cause of post-influenza pneumonia. Here we present a first case of post-influenza bacterial pneumonia due to Nocardia farcinica. Initial reason for hospitalization of the 90 year old female patient was a pneumonia with the symptoms of fever and productive cough. A rapid test for influenza antigen was positive for influenza A virus. Treatment with Zanamivir and piperacillin was initiated. However, after 1 week of treatment, the infiltration shadows on chest X-ray had worsened. Because the expectorated sputum collected on admission for culture was found to be positive for Nocardia spp., piperacillin was replaced with trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole, and a chest X-ray showed some improvement. Although pulmonary nocardiosis with co-infection with influenza A is extremely rare, clinicians should be alert to the possibility.